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November 27, 1846

New York City

A letter of Thomas De Witt, pastor in the Collegiate Church, to Hendrik P. Scholte, concerning die arrival of
Albertus C. Van Raalte and his group on November 18. "[ACV12] was anxious to proceed immediately on the way
to Wisconsin as the navigation on the Canal and on the lakes was about drawing to a close." De Witt shows
considerable interest in Van Raalte and his people. De Witt also thanks Scholte for the pamphlets he sent him.
In English transcription by Dr. Henry ten Hoor, 2000.
Original in the Archives of Central College, Pella, Iowa.
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New York Nov 27. 1846
Dear Brother
Your friend Rev. A.C.van Raalte of Aarnhem arrived with
the emigrants accompanying him on the 18th instant. He was
anxious to proceed immediately on the way to Wisconsin as the
navigation on the canal and on the lakes was drawing to
a close.

I only saw him a few hours when together with a friend

[7] to furnish him facilities for the exchange of money into
American gold, and finding such a line of conveyance as would
secure him against imposition. I regretted that he could not
have staid [sic] here a little longer, but I suppose the lateness
of the season rendered it advisable not to make any unnecessary
delay. I advised him however by all means to make a short stay
at Albany and see the Rev. D. Wyckoff with whom he has
corresponded, and who feels a deep interest in the for
extending [7] and giving directions to emigrants from Holland
to guard them [against] imposition and furnish the best advice
and furnish aid in the cases of pressing want. I told him that
obtaining letters from leading men at Albany (which is the seat
of government in our state) would be of great advantage to them
when reaching Wisconsin.
Dr. Van raalte told me that he expected a numbers [sic]
of emigrants [who 7] left Holland this fall to meet them in
Wisconsin by the way of New Orleans. When I saw you at Utrecht,
I supposed that the wisest plan for the proposed emigration
would be by means of a Committee visiting the United States
this fall to make careful enquiries from the best sources, and

2/

obtain in the best location and on the best terms a tract of
land to which the emigrants might directly resort. As it is,
I hope the brethren who have just arrived will be prospered
on their way and be so favorably settled as to prepare an easy
way for those who shall afterwards come over. I have noticed
the movement in Hollan o come over to America in the "Christian
Intelligencer" a religious newspaper published in this city
every week under the patronage of our Reformed Dutch Church,
inserted a translation of the appeal by Dr. Van Raalte, and
Brummelkamp to the faithful in America. It has excited some
interest among us. I have been spoken to by some persons in
relation to tracts of land and particularly a pious and excellent
individual mentioned to me that he and a friend owned a quantity
of excellent land in Northern Illinois near to Wisconsin, which
they would be pleased to see occupied by the Good Hollanders
on the most favorable terms.
I thank you for the package you sent to me of your published
pamphlets, and can express my accordance with the leading views
and doctrines contained in them. The packages for the
Theological Seminary I have forwarded. I have been away much
of the time since Dr. Van Raalte was here, and have not as yet
been able to attend to the procuring of the works a list of
which you sent to me. I shall at once attend to the obtaining
of them, and seek an opportunity for some opportunity to send
them direct to Holland. I will send notice of this by letter
per steamer that you may [have] the name of the vessel and the
post. I write this hastily in view of the steamer just about

to leave.I hope to see you, Dear brother, next spring. Dr.
Van Raalte promised to write to me on his arrival in Wisconsin.
May the Covenant God of his people be with you and yours.
Your Brother in Christian bonds
Thomas De Witt

Rev.H.P.Scholte

Transcibed by H. ten Hoor

